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Operation Overview 

 

Operation Deep Freeze 2019 Overview 

Dates: 

Winfly 1 Dec – 20 Dec 

Mainbody 21 Dec – 12 Jan 

Redeployment 12 Jan – 19 Jan 

 Operation Deep Freeze is a real world Operation supporting scientific research in Antarctica.  

It is a multinational contribution.  VUSAF base operations are at Christchurch International 

New Zealand.  Winfly Ops is a time where initial supplies are transported from Hickam AFB 

Hawaii to Christchurch.  C5 and C17 crews along with CRAF and Tanker crews support this 

mission.  Mainbody is the time period where weather conditions are optimum for resupply on 

the ice.  Heavy Cargo crews will transport research teams and supplies to McMurdo Ice Station 

which is the main ops station on the Ice.  C130, C17, C5M, KC10/135/46 will fly cargo from 

Christchurch to McMurdo.  C130 and C17 crews fly supply and personnel missions to the Ice 

Stations located around Antarctica.   

  Though weather is at its prime, it is known to turn at a drop of a dime.  Crews inbound for an 

Ice Station have been stranded for days while a storm blows through.  This mission takes 

planning timing and most of all pure skill.  The best of the best fly the ice and I am very 

confident of our AMC who answer this call. 

 C130 will complete airlift missions while C17 fly Airdrop missions from McMurdo , phoenix, 

and Pegasus Ice stations. (depending on your scenery) 
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Hickam AFB Honolulu HI 

 Parking Diagram 

 

 

 Hickam AFB is located at Honolulu International Airport and uses its 

ICAO during flight planning. Hickam AFB is a VUSAF Supply Depot.  AMC 

and CRAF Aircraft will utilize this base to supply Christchurch 

International.   
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Primary Departures
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Primary Arrivals
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Approach Plates
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Pago Pago 

 

 Pago Pago is a fuel stop airport between Hickam AFB 

and Christchurch International.  No supplies should be 

left at this island airport.  There is not a parking plan 

for this Airport because of the limited Ramp space.  

RON is allowed but not encouraged.  Pilots who 

overnight at this base should be wheels up within 24 

hours. 
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Approach Plates 
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Christchurch International 

 Parking Diagram 

 
 ChistChurch International is the Command Station 

of Operation Deep Freeze.  Supplies from Hickam is 

stored here during Winfly and is shipped to the Ice 

during Mainbody.  This Airport can become very busy 

with aircraft so adhereing to the parking diagram is 

heavuly enforced.   
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Departures
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Arrivals 
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Approach Plates 
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Primary Ice Stations 
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McMurdo  Ice Runway  NZIR 

 
Located 8.6 Miles E of McMurdo Ice Station 

NAVAID Pegasus Ice Runway 7.6 Miles South 

Runways 16 (304 true) 

      34 (124 true) 

Primary Station for Supply 
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Pegasus Ice Runway - NZPG 

 
Located 7.6 Miles North of McMurdo Ice Station 

NAVAID – McMurdo Station/Pegasus TACON Identifier ZPG 

Runways  15 (294 True) 

                   33 (114 True) 

Activated midway through Mainbody as primary supply 
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Byrd Station – AQ89 

 
Location – S80*2 W119*37 

Runways – 310 True 

         130 True 

Resupply Station 

Parking – Low Traffic is planned, ensure you are parking off 

the Ice 
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WAISE Divide – AQ97 

 
Location S79*29 W112*6 (Northeast of Byrd) 

Runways 344 True 

      176 True 

Major Ice Core Research Facility 

Parking – Aircraft must park in designated parking.  Aircraft 

will be removed if not. 
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Wilkins Ice Runway – YWKS 

 

Location – 25 Miles SE  Antarctic Coast 30 Miles from Casey 

Station 

Runways – 09 (094 True) 

        27 (274 True) 

Australian Ice Research Facility 

Parking – Aircraft must park in designated parking area.  

Aircraft not in this area will be removed 
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Ice Station Marambio  SAWB 

 

Location S64*14 W56*37 

Runway 06 (071 True) 

   24 (251 True) 

Argintine Artcic research Facility used year round.  It is also 

called the Antarctic Entrance Door. 

Parking – Ensure all Aircraft are parking in designated 

parking areas.  If aircraft are not properly parked they will 

be removed. 
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Rothera Station – EGAR 

 

Location – Southern Point  

Runways  36 

             18 

British ran Laboratory specializing in Biologoical research 

and Rocket Science 

Parking – Aircraft are to utilize the parking facilities.  If they 

fail to do so, they will be removed. 

 


